
ANSWERS 
 
1. To help assimilate himself with the Native Americans, Bienville was covered with tattoos from the 
neck down, courtesy of the Mauvilla tribe. He was particularly fond of snake tattoos, which were said 
to have wrapped themselves around his body. A French sailor, upon observing the natives and 
Bienville, wrote: “They have their skins covered with figures of snakes, which they make with the point 
of a needle. Mr. Bienville, who is the general of the country, has all of his body covered in this way, 
and when he is obliged to march to war with them, he makes himself nude like them. They like him 
very much, but they also fear him.” 
 
2. A pack of cigarettes 
 
3. A low-flying Navy training plane clipped the tower. The cross did not fall off its perch, but the pilot 
was killed upon crashing on South Hamilton Street. 
 
4. Instead of Champagne, a bottle of satsuma juice was used to christen the bridge. 
 
5. The USS Tecumseh 
 
6. When the graveyard was laid out, the surveyor used magnetic north. The surrounding streets had 
been laid out, however, according to true north. 
 
7. The “Mighty A” was towed a distance of 5,600 miles in 1964, from Seattle to Mobile. In 1986, it was 
named a National Historic Landmark. 
 
8. Raphael Semmes Jr. served as a lieutenant on the USS Alabama from 1942 to 1943. His great-
grandfather Raphael Semmes commanded the CSS Alabama during the Civil War. 
 
9. 117 years 
 
10. The Duffie Oak on Caroline Avenue, at approximately 300 years old, is considered Mobile’s oldest 
living landmark. Once named the Seven Sisters Oak (for its seven large limbs), it was later renamed 
for former Mayor George A. Duffie, who lived nearby. The tree sports a circumference of nearly 31 
feet. 
 
11. Rayford was the first paying customer to travel through the Bankhead Tunnel upon its completion 
in 1941. Thirty-two years later, when the tunnel went toll-free, Rayford was also the tunnel’s last 
paying motorist. 
 
12. Mr. and Mrs. Walter Cochran’s Great Dane, Poochy, holds the distinguished title. 
 
13. The Peanut Man. For years, Wilson peddled peanuts to motorists stopped at the traffic light near 
the cannon at the Loop. 
 
14. Mel Showers has worked as a member of the WKRG-TV news team since 1969. In 2015, he was 
inducted into Alabama’s Broadcasting Hall of Fame. 
 
15. Six stools sat at the oyster bar. 
 
16. On the PBS show “Finding Your Roots,” it was discovered that Questlove is descended from 
passengers of the Clotilde, the last known slave ship to arrive in America. Questlove’s ancestors 
entered America through Mobile and settled in the area eventually known as Africatown. 



 
17. When Mobile officially joined the U.S. in 1813, it operated under a government system where the 
chief executive was referred to as “president.” 
 
18. In 1890, the fountain was placed in honor of the physician, civic leader and president of the 
Bienville Water Works for his efforts to provide the city with pure drinking water. 
 
19. At eight feet high and 10 feet wide, the chandelier is made up of 10,000 crystals. 
 
20. The American Diver, or the Pioneer II, sank off Fort Morgan in 1863. Its five crewmen escaped 
with their lives, but the submarine remains missing to this day. 
  
21. British, Spanish, French, United States, Confederate and the Republic of Alabama (which existed 
for less than a month in 1861, immediately after secession from the Union). 
 
22. The hotel was built on the site of a former military headquarters set up by Andrew Jackson during 
the War of 1812. Jackson had arrived in Mobile in anticipation of a British invasion, but when it 
became apparent the British were heading for New Orleans, Jackson marched to meet them. 
 
23. The Mobile River. During the Civil War, Union soldiers stole two cast-iron deer from the lawn of 
George A. Tuthill in Spring Hill and tossed them into the Mobile River. After the war, Tuthill spent 
much time and money searching the river and found one. In 2004, it was restored by the Oakleigh 
Garden Society and the City of Mobile. 
 
24. New York City and Chicago 
 
25. Odd Fellows Cemetery, outside Bayou la Batre 
 
26. The Kate Shepard House on Monterey Place was built in 1897 from a kit sold through a mail-
order catalog by Knoxville architect George Franklin Barber. 
 
27. In 1711, when the French moved their settlement south to Mobile’s present location, King Louis 
XIV (the “Sun King”) sat on the French throne. His eldest son Louis, as heir to the throne, was 
referred to as “le Dauphin.” It was in honor of this king-to-be that Dauphin Street was named. At age 
49, the Dauphin would die of smallpox before assuming the throne, but the street name remained, a 
hopeful tribute to a royal future that was never to be. 
 
28. Church Street Graveyard replaced an earlier Spanish burial ground known as the Campo Santo, 
located where the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception stands today. Several graves from 
Campo Santo were moved to Church Street Graveyard, but in subsequent decades, many others 
were unintentionally unearthed as the city continued to develop.  
 
29. Pierre Chastang, a Creole slave, stayed in Mobile during the yellow fever epidemic of 1819 — 
patrolling the streets, ensuring the safety of abandoned shops and homes, tending to the sick and 
burying the dead (in what was soon to become Church Street Graveyard). At the epidemic’s end, 
residents returned to Mobile and, seeing the noble work Chastang had done, raised funds to buy his 
freedom. 
 
30. Ono Island is said to have taken the brunt of the Navy’s target practice during its pre-development 
years. 
 
31. Approximately 11,000 barricades are used by the City of Mobile to line parade routes each year. 



 
32. Church Street East, De Tonti Square, Oakleigh Garden District, Lower Dauphin, Old Dauphin 
Way, Leinkauf and Ashland Place. (Midtown and Africatown are yet to be officially designated.) 
 
33. In 1869, Mobile Mayor Caleb Price banned the throwing of flour during Mardi Gras parades. 
Young revelers were fond of tossing flour by the handful at parade-goers, especially the nicely 
dressed ones. 
 
34. James Garfield, who served as U.S. president from March 4, 1881, until his assassination later 
that year, enjoyed the Southern cocktail with Oakleigh’s owner Gen. T.K. Irwin. 
 
35. “Raw Justice,” released in 1994. 
 
36. On Aug. 27, 1871, the steamer Ocean Wave left Mobile for an excursion across the Bay with 200 
passengers. Near Point Clear, the ship’s boiler exploded and, according to one news report, 
“fragments of timber of the boat and metal of the boiler were blown in every direction.” Another report 
describes: “In the city, the news spread rapidly and wildly, and the streets were filled with people 
making their way to the riverfront and anxiously and tremblingly awaiting the arrival of the steamers 
with the news and victims of the accident.” 


